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 Pride of the Borough 
(Oadby and Wigston) 

 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD 14TH MAY 2018 

at Brocks Hill Country Park and Centre 

Present 
Simon Lucas (SL) Malcolm Brown (MB) 
David Carter (DC) Andrea Chapman (AC) 
Bill Davice (BD) Val Davice (VD) 
Graham Lamb (GL) Colin Robertson (CR) 
Dave Tebbutt (DT) Pat Tebbutt (PT) 
Lesley Parr (LP) Keith Turner (KT) 
May Hilton (MH) Irene Sibley (IS) 
Mike Connelly (MC) Frank Friedman (FF) 
Eleanor Davidson (ED)  

Apologies: 
Nigel Dickinson (ND) Sarah Dickinson (SD) 
Sue Lobb (SLo)  

 

Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Minutes of previous AGM held on 8th May 2017 agreed as correct. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Simon summarised the achievements of the year notably another Gold in East Midlands in Bloom and a 
commendable Silver Gilt in Britain in Bloom, he also noted the continued success of our membership scheme and 
thanked the committee for their continued support.      A Full copy is attached as Attachment 1 
 
Treasurer’s Report. 
On behalf of SD, SL presented her report for the previous financial year: 
Attachment 2 is the verified balance sheet for the financial year 2017/2018 detailing income and expenditure 
which is self-explanatory. 
Attachment 3 is a more detailed breakdown of the principal source of income, the membership card, and 
associated costs involved.  Also detailed are the costings of the two major projects the group has undertaken, i.e. 
Wigston Pinfold and town centre planters. 
The financial report was accepted by the meeting 
Election of Officers 
Nominations were received as follows: 
Chair: Simon Lucas (proposed by Graham Lamb) 
Treasurer: Sarah Dickinson (proposed by Simon Lucas) 
Secretary: Mike Connelly (proposed by Simon Lucas) 
There being no other nominations these posted were voted on block unanimously. 
 
Election of Management Committee. The following were duly elected. 
David Carter, Andrea Chapman, Val Davice, Nigel Dickinson, Graham Lamb, Colin Roberston, Irene Sibley, Dave 
Tebbutt, Pat Tebbutt, Lesley Parr. 

 
Any Other Business 
FF explained their concern over recent press coverage of Network Rail and their practice of cutting trees down 
along side of the railway. Request was made to PotB for support in approaching Network Rail to have this 
practice stopped. SL suggested that this is not an area where PotB could become involved and advised that 
where trees are on the railway right of way then this is entirely the railway operator’s responsibility. If the trees 
are outside the railway right of way then the railway operator would have had to seek permission from local 
authorities and land-owners prior to doing any work. It was agreed that the best approach would be to contact 
the councils tree officer. As such request as tabled was declined. 

 
Meeting closed at 5.26pm 
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Attachment 1 

 
Chairman’s Report 
2018 was another Golden year in our entry into East Midlands in Bloom, winning our 8th consecutive 
Gold Award. Of note is the judges awarding us 96% in the community participation section.  
 
We also had the honour of representing the region in the prestigious national finals of Britain in 
Bloom when we achieved a very commendable Silver Gilt. The judges’ feedback suggests we were so 
close to a Gold, but not quite. This is still a remarkable achievement and reflects on the tremendous 
partnership of volunteers and council staff working together to improve our borough. 
 
Our membership scheme has gone from strength to strength. We finished 2017 with 741 members. 
So far in 2018 we have 958 members, of those about 70 live outside of the borough but come in to 
shop. We have 48 businesses making special offers to members, in fact businesses are now contact-
ing us, asking to take part. I must thank Graham and Sarah for all their hard work, and the many, 
many hours, that have gone into making this such a success. I also thank Colin for producing our 
newsletter and Andrea, Eddie & Sue for their support in recently filling envelopes and delivering 
around 250 envelopes with the newsletter. 
 
From this membership we have established a 3rd Saturday of the month working party and have now 
enrolled 14 volunteers to litter pick in their neighbourhood, providing them with litter pickers, bag 
ring and hi-vis vest. 
 
Our many projects are continuing. The bulb planting scheme, led by Irene & Lesley, continues with 
around 4,000 bulbs being planted in William Gunning Park in South Wigston plus other areas involv-
ing many individuals and groups. The Wigston Pinfold is reaching a conclusion after 2 years of hard 
work by Colin and should be completed in time for this year’s entry into East Midlands in Bloom. 
 
We must also reflect on the sad loss of two of our original committee members. Frank Winters who 
was our treasurer for 15 years and Anne Larder who created the Two Steeples Oasis and loved work-
ing with children. We miss them both and promise to continue with the good works and organisation 
they helped shape and form.  
 
We face changes and challenges, Maurice and Anne have had to take a step back, I hope we can con-
tinue to support them and residents on Hill Way so the project they started, even before Pride of the 
Borough was formed, can continue. I believe we are now in a strong position to look forward to the 
future with confidence as we change and adapt with more people becoming involved, for example 
with Mike taking on the role of secretary as Malcolm steps back but continues with other roles such 
as the Floral Display competition for which I thank him for all his work and support. 

  



3 

 
 
Attachment 2: Verified Balance Sheet  2017/2018
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Attachment 3 
 
Treasurer’s Report - Annual General Meeting 14th May 2018 

Attached is the audited balance sheet for the financial year 2017/2018 detailing income and 

expenditure which is self-explanatory.  

I have also prepared a more detailed breakdown of the principal source of income, the 

membership card, and associated costs involved.  I have also detailed the costings of the 

two major projects the group has undertaken, i.e. Wigston Pinfold and town centre planters. 

Membership Card 

Sales:  £5274 
Costs:  £1089 (purchase of cards, stamps/stationary, fuel expenses, promotional 
material) 
Net Income: £4185 

 Projects 

1. Wigston Pinfold 
 

Costs:  Planning Application:                                    £  385.00 
  Information Board:                                    £  838.80 

 Custom Designed Seat:                      £1391.40 
 Total Costs:                                  £2615.20  
 (note: there may be extra cost involved regarding VAT) 
 

Funding:   Agreed budget:    £1500.00 
Wigston & Knighton Floral Society: £  100.00 

Donations: Wigston Residents’ Forum:             £  872.70 
  Wigston Historical Society:             £  100.00 
  Wigston Civic Society:   £    50.00 
  Total Funding:    £2622.70 
 
2. Town Centre Planters 
 
Costs:  Four large plastic planters             £1888.22 
  Two large granite planters             £1368.00 
  Plants                £  260.17 
  Compost               £  242.94 
  Information plaques              £  226.44 
  Total initial cost:              £3985.77 
  (note: There will be ongoing costs to refresh planting etc) 
     
BANK ACCOUNT 

• At the end of the financial year the balance stands at £18568, of which £2587 
is held as reserved funds in relation to agreed budgets.   

• South Wigston Green Space Group also have a balance of £3623 held in the 
account for their specific activities.  

• At the end of the financial year available funds to Pride of the Borough stand 
at £12355. 


