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Welcome again to the regular monthly update for Pride of the Borough Oadby and Wigston members, 
both within our fine district and for those of you who live outside the district. It’s been a bit difficult to 
actually forecast the weather, hot, cold, wet, windy or in our case, for May it was all four. I did tell you 
to get your fleeces out but apologies’……… I forgot the waterproofs.   
 
Looking at the growth in the gardens the plants benefited from the conditions, so I am not complaining 
there.  
 
Now we are moving towards summer with the first day of summer being Friday 21st June, which is 
termed as the longest day of the year or the summer (June) solstice.  
 

           
 
For this year summer will start between 20th-22nd June and will last until September 23rd 2019. What’s 
the weather going to be like, long term forecasters are saying wetter and warmer. 

  
Now, on with things at the Pride of the Borough business news for May and things you 
should be concentrating on in the garden in June. I’ve also been out and about in the 
Borough so have a look at what I have found later in the newsletter. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
Our Annual General Meeting was held at Brocks Hill Country Park Centre on May 13th. Meeting was 
opened with the address by the chairman which highlighted all the efforts made by the volunteers over 
the past 12 months. The chairman also advised meeting that the membership continues to grow and is 
already past the 2018 yearly total. This is excellent news. We are once again hosting the East of 
Midlands judges on behalf of OWBC in the Britain in Bloom competition for this region. Judging day will 
be Thursday, 4th July so any volunteers are welcome over the next month as we prepare for the visit. 
All in all another great year and thanks is given to all members and volunteers who have given up their 
time to support Pride of the Borough. It was highlighted that to enable us to maintain the level of 
performance and to continue with our project work we need to see more members considering 
volunteering for the positions that we have open. See details later in this newsletter. 
 
Following the chairman’s report the meeting continued with the treasurer’s report for fiscal year 2018/19. 
The significant increase in membership in 2018 and the continuing increase to date in 2019 and good 
management of the monthly “spend” has flowed through to the PotB P&L and shows the organisation 
a strong financial position. This will help PotB to consider more projects in 2019 knowing that funding 
can be available. 
 
Election of the Honorary Officers and management committee for 2019 was voted on and all 
nominations were accepted by meeting. For listing of officers and committee members refer to Minutes 
of Meeting on our webpage. 
 
A proposal was tabled and duly accepted to modify constitution to change our financial year end to 30th 
November and to hold AGM’s before end of the following March. 
 
 

 
 

So, for your notebooks a solstice is when the Sun 

reaches the most southerly or northerly point in 

the sky, while an equinox is when the Sun passes 

over Earth's equator. SUMMER SOLSTICE: The 

first day of the Season of Summer. On this day 

the Sun is farthest north and the length of time 

between Sunrise and Sunset is the longest of the 

year. 
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Membership Numbers 
 
Membership numbers for May 2019 stand at 1318 at time of writing. This represents 109.83% of the 
total for 2018.  
 
To date our records, show 836 have renewed from last year and 482 brand new members. The growth 
continues. 
 
The 2019 card remains available at a cost of £5. Anyone (not just residents of the Borough) can apply 
for the 2019 card by sending an application form to Brocks Hill Country Park & Centre, Washbrook 
Lane, Oadby Leicestershire LE2 5JJ or alternatively, visiting 
 

• Brocks Hill Country Park Café, Washbrook Lane, Oadby. 
 

• OWBC Customer Service Centre in Bell Street, Wigston. 
 

• Zephs Café, Trinity Methodist Church, Harborough Rd, Oadby, Leicester LE2 4LA 

 

Participating Businesses – May 2019 
 
To date we have 51 businesses which offer discounts to Pride of the Borough members. If you know 
of a business which would like to be part of our scheme please let us know. 
The Participating Businesses are as follows: 
 
Wistow                1 business 
Oadby:               25 businesses 
Wigston:             20 businesses 
South Wigston:   5 businesses  
 
We also have been informed of changes to offers that participating businesses make available to our 
members :  
 

• Chesnuts Coffee Shop, Oadby have changed their offer to our members to 20% discount 
on Monday and Tuesdays, with remainder of the week staying at 10%. 
 

For complete listing please go to our website (Ctrl+click) membership-card to see the latest 

business offers. If you know of a business which would like to be part of our scheme, please let us 
know. 
 
Members should note. 
• Pride of the Borough encourages members to use local trades and businesses but takes no 
responsibility for the goods or services provided. 
• Participating businesses reserve the right to change and/withdraw their offers at anytime 
• You will find that offers may not be on sale items or other special offers. 
• You should show your Membership Card before making a purchase 
• * May not be used in conjunction with other special offers. 
 
 

3rd Saturday Monthly Working Parties (MWP):  
 

On 18th May 2019 our Monthly Working Party, consisting of ten volunteers set out from Countesthorpe 

Road car park in South Wigston along Saffron Rd, Bassett St and Countesthorpe Rd carpark + adjacent 

streets.  Nineteen bags of litter were collected and disposed of this month. This is our largest pick-up 

this year. However the diversity of litter on our streets never ceases to amaze me and I have to wonder 

what people are thinking when they dispose of their litter in what can only be termed as irresponsible. 

As normal our gratitude goes out to all those who attended this event. 

https://www.prideoftheborough.org/membership-card
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We also had a visit representative from South Leicestershire Litter Wombles and we look forward to 

working with them again in the future. 

In June the Pride of the Borough volunteers will be out in Wigston litter picking. Event will be on 

Saturday 15th June 2019 commencing at 0930hrs and participants should assemble at the St 

Wolstons/Boulter Cresent Car Park, Wigston, where final routes will be decided. For those of you who 

need equipment this will be available as will the well-deserved cup of tea or coffee at the end of the 

event. ALL are welcome. 

Other Litter Topics 

Recently I was alerted  to the concept of EcoBricks by one of our members, so being the enquiring type 

of person, I am, I had to look it up. So, if you are interested in understanding what Ecobricks is all about 

a good site to look at is 

 

https://www.ecotricity.co.uk/news/news-archive/2019/what-is-an-ecobrick 

An Ecobrick is a building block made entirely from mainly unrecyclable plastic. It’s created by filling a 
plastic bottle with clean, dry plastic that cannot be sent to regular recycle centres until it’s packed 
tightly and can be used as a building block. Ecobricks can be used in all sorts of sustainable building 
projects, which makes them a great way to dispose of plastic waste that would otherwise end up in 
landfill, and potentially, the ocean. A good project for schools or even in your own household. 

I’ve started my own EcoBrick at home just to see how easy it is do make an Ecobrick and how long it 
takes to fill a bottle. Results to follow in future issues.  

THINK LITTER  

The Pride of the Borough new Campaign THINK LITTER continues to encourage residents of our 

Borough NOT TO DROP LITTER. Schools are now beginning to show interest in the campaign and 

meetings that our team have had already have been reported as quite interactive with students and 

positive.   

 

Town Centre Planters 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 

Pride of the Borough now has eight 

planters that they have positioned 

around the Borough. Volunteers 

planted them with summer bedding 

on the 12th of May and most of them 

are already looking good. This one 

can be seen at Two Steeples 

Medical Centre. 

Unfortunately, three planters have 

had plants stolen from them. Two in 

South Wigston and one in Wakes 

Road, Wigston. This is the first time 

that this has happened which we find 

very disappointing. 

However, this will not deter us from 

trying to improve our environment for 

the benefit of our residents. 

https://www.ecotricity.co.uk/news/news-archive/2019/what-is-an-ecobrick
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Forthcoming Floral Competition Events 

 

 
Volunteer Openings 
 
The following positions are open within the Pride of the Borough management team. So, if you are 
interested then please contact us. 
 

 
 
 

For all of the openings above interested parties should contact us on: 

 
Potb.oadbywigston@gmail.com  or call to mob: 07874228491 
 
 
 
 

East Midlands in Bloom 2019 

Pride of the Borough are once again 

leading the boroughs entry into East 

Midlands in Bloom, working closely 

with the councils Clean and Green 

Team, we are planning a route that 

visits all three town centres (our 

competitors only have one!) taking 

in allotments, open spaces, parks, 

volunteers in what will be a packed 

3 hour tour of the borough. There is 

so much fantastic work going on in 

our borough, it is our job to make 

sure the judges leave us dazzled and 

impressed by Oadby & Wigston, 

hopefully we will retain our Gold 

Award standard. 

Judging will take place on Thursday 

4th July. More information will be on 

our web site 

www.prideoftheborough.org.uk 

 

PotB Floral Display Competition 2019 

It’s not too late to enter our annual competition open to all 

residents of the Borough.  

The competition entry categories will include the following: 

A. Best Front Garden 
B. Best Container 
B1.    Young Person’s container under 10/10-14/15-18 
C. Most Unusual Container 
D. Best Business Floral Display 
E. Most Environmentally Front Garden 
F. Best School Garden   

 

Competition dates for this year are: 

Closing date for entry – 22nd June 2019 

• Judging will take place – 15th to 26 July 2019 

• Competition Awards Evening – September 2019, specific 
date tba. 

 

Entry forms are available alongside venues selling our 

membership card or can be downloaded from our website. 

It’s great fun and helps brighten up our borough, so not be 

shy and enter now! 

 

Volunteer Required for the position of New 

Businesses Development - Wigston. 

Wanted is somebody willing to visit Wigston businesses 

that offer discounts to our members. The person would 

initially work with the membership coordinator courtesy 

calling businesses twice a year, and meeting business 

managers who are interested in belonging to the 

scheme. 

Previous positions which are still open 

to interested members: 

• Volunteer for the position of 

Social Media Manager 

• Volunteer to organize and 

assist in PotB mail deliveries. 

mailto:Potb.oadbywigston@gmail.com
http://www.prideoftheborough.org.uk/
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New Waste Collection Guidance - OWBC 
 

 
 
 Around the Borough Boundaries 
 

 
            
Now continuing from last issue with the second batch of markers and have I missed any. I showed you 
six markers last month and three this month so that is nine but is that all.         
 

                                         
 
 
 

 
 

Well in a few days we will all be using the new OWBC black 

wheelie bins for non-recyclable waste. OWBC have published 

guidance on the use of the new receptacles and advice on the 

new collection days. Please make sure you have read these 

and understand the new requirements.  

Out and about the Borough again during May on search 

of the remaining boundary markers. This time it was a 

bit more difficult since a couple of the markers may not 

be classed as Borough markers more than town markers 

but see if you can locate them anyway. Whilst we’re on 

this topic does anyone know where the boundary 

markers are and how many are there? 

Left: Sunny day 

coming back into 

Borough but 

where? 

 

 

Right: Not so 

sunny this time  

but Spires is not 

too far ahead. 

Clubs are swinging not too far away. 
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Garden Tips for the Month of June 
 
For all its glories June makes demands on the gardener. June 21st is the longest day of the year, and 

the extra light and warmth encourages the garden to put on an exuberant burst of growth. But this 

extra light and warmth also means weeds will sprout up from seemingly nowhere. Keep on top of 

them by hoeing regularly in dry conditions.   There are bulbs to be lifted, frequent lawn-mowing stints, 

house plants to be given a breath of fresh air, seeds to pot on and the kitchen garden to be tended. 

The longest day of the year falls on June 21st, which hopefully will bring warmer temperatures and 

extra sunlight. Flowers are blossoming, there’s lots to harvest in the vegetable garden and keeping on 

top of bolting plants is a priority – particularly weeds! 

None of this can wait. June is an urgent month when growth and changes are rapid and when you must 

act decisively or suffer the consequences. 

 

Bulbs 
Overcrowded or 
deteriorating spring bulbs 
can be lifted and left to 
dry off in boxes. Drench 
gladioli during dry 
weather. 

Flowers for Cutting 
Ensure that perennials, 
which like moist positions 
are watered before you 
arrange them. 
Delphiniums for 
arrangements should 
have hot water 
treatment. 

Fruit 
Spray apples early 
against red spider mite 
and repeat. Watch 
gooseberry bushes for 
hatching of sawfly 
caterpillars. Pinch out 
growing point of 
greenhouse melons as 
they reach top wire. 

Greenhouse 
Now is the time for 
bedding out plants from 
cold frames. Pot-grown 
chrysanthemums should 
be well staked against 
the wind. 

Hedges 
Regular summer 
spraying of rose hedges 
against black spot, 
mildew and greenfly 
should begin this month. 

Herbaceous Plants 
Remove May-flowering 
tulips to make room for 
half-hardy bedding 
plants. Destroy decaying 
petals. Fork fertiliser into 
soil before replanting. 

House Plants 
Less delicate house 
plants should be placed 
out of doors to benefit 
from sunshine and 
showers. Give them 
protection against the 
wind. Some can be 
plunged into borders in 
their pots. Water well. 

Lawns 
Mowing becomes a twice 
weekly job now. Rake 
the lawn once or twice 
this month before cutting. 
This helps to control 
weeds. Time, too, for a 
summer application of 
fertiliser. 

Paths, Fences and 
Walls 
Some flower borders can 
be improved by the 
addition of a perimeter 
path or edging which 
need not be more than 
six inches wide. 

Patios, Balconies, Roof 
Gardens and window 
boxes 
Now patio comes into its 
own and deserves to be 
well decorated. 

Rock Gardens 
Seeds sown in April 
should now be ready to 
pot on. From now 
onwards seeds of rarer 
rock plants should be 
sown as they ripen. 

Roses 
Disbudding is an 
important job this month. 
Supplementary feeding 
will give very best 
results. Spray against 
mildew at first sign of the 
disease. Watch for insect 
pests. 

Shrubs, trees and 
climbers 
Make sure that newly 
planted climbers get the 
support they need. Tie 
main shoots of non-
clinging wall shrubs to 
horizontal wires until they 
are strong. 

Vegetables 
Careful planning now 
provides you with young 
crops for the rest of the 
summer. Use space 
between slow growing 
plants for quick maturing 
salads. Nip out broad 
bean tips. 

Water Gardens 
This is still a good time to 
plant aquatics. New 
pools planted in May are 
now ready for fish. Watch 
new leaves on lillies for 
signs of midge attack 
and remove if affected. 

Wildlife 
Warm June evenings 
bring out the insects and 
grubs, and their killers. 
The hedgehog one of the 
most efficient, can often 
be lured from his hedge 
with a saucer of milk. 

Reference: Marshall Cavendish; Gardeners Diary; ninth edition 1988 

 

Talking Tatties 

Continuing the potato saga. The month of June is mainly used for tending the potatoes already planted 
which by now should have a significant display. Keep your potato vines well-watered throughout the 
summer, especially during the period when the plants are flowering and immediately following the 
flowering stage. During this flowering period the plants are creating their tubers and a steady water 
supply is crucial to good crop outcome. Potatoes do well with 1-2 inches of water or rain per week. 
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When the foliage turns yellow and begins to die back, discontinue watering. This will help start curing 
the potatoes for harvest time. 
 
Continue to earth up. This will help keep the potatoes watered and encourage new growth. 
 
If you haven’t yet planted your main crop you still have time and some specialist growers say no later 
than June 15th.  
 

Over the next few weeks you should begin to see the potato vines flowering. This is an indication that 

the potatoes are nearly ready but be patient they are not actually ready until the flowering period is over. 
 
For other specialist advice/reading click on link below (Ctrl+click) 
 

https://www.thompson-morgan.com/what-to-do-in-the-garden-in-june 

 

Notice of Monthly Meeting for June: 
 
The next meeting will be on Monday 10th June 2019 at 5.00pm at Brocks Hill Visitor Centre, 
Washbrook Lane Oadby  
All members - meaning those who have a 2019 membership card are welcome to attend the meeting 
and are entitled to submit motions for discussion. 

https://www.thompson-morgan.com/what-to-do-in-the-garden-in-june

